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Are you ready to learn?



What's on today

Context of this strength-
based approach (Milton)

Background research: 
strength-based 

approach and berry 
street education model 

(Milton & Gloria)

Deep dive into the 
project (Milton)

Implementation at 
Kensington Community 

High School: School 
Dance maths project 

(Milton)

Expanding the 
approach: VCE – VM 

(Gloria & Milton)

Reflection, discussion, 
and Q&A (Milton & 

Gloria)



Context of the connected curriculum approach

2024 at Kensington 
Community High School

Numeracy learning needs 
identified by student data 
(NAPLAN, PAT-M, etc.)

School AIP created aiming 
at improving Middle School 
Numeracy

Numeracy PLC: the need of 
providing authentic tasks 
and improving numeracy 
engagement



Professor Peter Sullivan’s research



• A strength-based approach is a strategy educators use to identify what works 
well for a child, what they know, what they can do, and how to use this for 
further development. 

• These strengths include physical, intellectual, and interpersonal skills.

What is strength-based approach?

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/documents/childhood/professionals/learning/strengthbappr.pdf

https://www.kingstrust.org.au/



Tool to identify personal strengths

https://www.viacharacter.org/character-strengths



Strength-based approach cont.

• Strength-based education 
encourages learning by offering 
positive reinforcement, building 
confidence, and focusing on a 
child's potential. 

• Strength-based approach utilises a 
child’s positive traits, skills, 
behavior, and thought processes 
to their benefit. In short, it uses 
success to create even more 
success.

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/documents/childhood/professionals/learning/strengthbappr.pdf



Benefits of the strength-based approach

• Impacts on performance 



Berry Street Education Model

Berry Street Education Model (BSEM) equips both mainstream and specialist schools 
with practical, classroom-based strategies to increase the engagement of all students, 
including those with complex, unmet learning needs.

The education model enables schools to support students’ self-regulation, 
relationships and wellbeing to increase student engagement and significantly improve 
academic achievement.

https://www.berrystreet.org.au/learning-and-resources/berry-street-education-model



BSEM – Body – Ready to learn scale

• The Ready to Learn Scale is a tool that helps students identify and manage their emotions 
and stress levels. The scale can help students develop self-regulation skills, which are 
important for preparing students to learn.

• It can be used by teachers to check in with students individually or as a whole class. 

https://www.berrystreet.org.au/learning-and-resources/berry-street-education-model



Deep Dive into the Project



Design and application of Strength-based 
math project



Highlight of the project

Flexibility & adaptability
• Teachers can adjust the questions to suit their students’ needs.
• Teachers can challenge students further if students are excelling in certain areas.
• Each question is designed independently along the same learning continuum. For students 

who have missed lessons or struggled with certain topics, this is a chance to revisit key 
skills.

Suitability
• Teachers use “Ready to Learn” scale to assess students’ readiness.
• For students with low readiness, modification will be provided through examples (inside 

green boxes).
• Ensure everyone is engaged at a level that suits their current mindset and ability.

Authenticity
• Students develop practical numeracy skill while connecting their learning to the real world.
• A valuable tool for teachers as part of formative and summative assessments.
• Rubric and progress check list n help teachers monitor students’ progress effectively.



Strength – based maths project – what 
worked well?

Enhanced the efficiency of 
teaching and assessment 

by covering multiple 
strands within the same 

unit.

Improved numeracy 
engagement by connecting 

learning activities and 
assessments to real life, 

and in particular, students’ 
daily life.

Fostered the development 
of students' physical, 

intellectual, and 
interpersonal skills 

throughout the project.

Can be adjusted to make it 
suitable for cohorts in 

different year levels (Y9-10, 
VCE – VM).



Expanding the approach: VCE – VM 

This project covers:

Six numeracies Areas of study

a) Personal numeracy 
b) Civic numeracy 
c) Financial numeracy 
d) Health numeracy 
e) Vocational numeracy 
f) Recreational numeracy

Area of Study 1: Number
Area of Study 2: Shape
Area of Study 3: Quantity and measures
Area of Study 4: Relationships

Area of Study 5: Dimension and direction
Area of Study 6: Data
Area of Study 7: Uncertainty
Area of Study 8: Systematics



Reflection on the Strength-Based approach

What worked well so far:
• Student engagement – authentic task
• Building a growth mindset and confidence 

based on strength
• Making connections between knowledge 

& skills and practical projects

What can be added to make it 
better:
• Effective differentiation – effective 

assessments and not just focus on some 
students' strength

• More planning/reflection time for students
• Target extension (data informed & 

evidence based)



Q & A



Event App



Be in it to WIN!
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